Polidori, The Vampyre
COLLAPSE
Top of Form
Post your thoughts on "The Vampyre" here.
Lord Ruthven is considered to be the first fictional vampire.  Do today's fictional vampires share traits with Lord Ruthven?
One of the things that always strikes me about horror stories like this is that people never listen to the local people.  I'm always reading, screaming LISTEN TO THE LOCALS at the text.  

Polidori is particularly good at the rising action--at building suspense.  Can you find examples of this in the story?  We find that eve when Aubrey is willing to speak and break his oath, he cannot--it seems there is a supernatural force preventing him from speaking.
Bottom of Form



Post your thoughts here on "The Judge's House."
I find this story really scary, even with all the foreshadowing.  Yet again, listen to the locals!!  Notice how powerfully the setting is depicted.  Can you find a phrase or two where the setting is vividly described?  Of all the stories we read, I can most "feel" myself in the house.  Good job with the setting, Bram!
Again, the "monster" of the story (as with the vampyre) seems to have a supernatural ability to control the living; Malcolmson cannot move as the judge approaches him.
We know who the big rat is; who are the others?


Post your comments about "In the Vault" here.
Did you notice how by using the episodic plot style, the author is able to put the crucial piece of information last, where it will have the greatest impact?
Horror fiction often has that "jolt" at the end.


Examples from student; 
Upon reading “In The Vault”, I did not know what to expect, especially after reading “The Vampyre” and “The Judge’s House”. The title includes the word vault, and I immediately thought about a bank vault, not a vault that holds coffins and dead bodies! The beginning of the plot was a little confusing for me, but once we began to learn about the main character, George Birch, and his story. After reading the story for the first time, I reread and began again to better understand how within the first few sentences, the narrator had foreshadowed the plot and gave us a quick summary of what we are about to read. I have found that I sometimes overlook those introduction paragraphs because I get so focused on learning about the setting and characters right away, which is why I have to reread a little bit of the beginning a second time. This is helpful because I find I pick up on how the beginning pieces of the story help to shape the rest of the plot without us even realizing it.

                Make sure this is your own word no outside source
